
PY Magazine Community Leader_ of the Month Wendy Williams Page 13 

Februarv 2023 

or u I h n ol I q i bed Al mnu 
Lt. Colonel Benny L. Lockett Auditorium 

Above: Mamie Sneed Lockett. joins in 
singing "Dear Prairie View" 

Above Left: The Late Col. Benny Lockett Above Right: Pastor Mark Davis. "Historic: St I.lie NBC: 
Pastor Marcus Cosby. Wheeler Ave. MBC: and Pastor Mark Falls. President PVAMU NAA allend the 
naming ceremony along with almost 100 other alumni. friends. and family. 
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DOMINO'S PIZZA OPEN Till MIDNIGHT OR LATER! WE ACCEPT PANTHER BUCKS 
WWW.DOMINOS.COM Hempstead-PVAMU 

I 
Come and Celebrate Black History Month! WE DELIVER to PVAMU. Order Online, thru the 
Domino's APP or Call: 979-710-8181. Address: 825 Austin St, Hempstead, TX, 77445. 
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PV MAGAZINE Pens Open Lener to Shannon Sharpe 
I recently sent an open 

letter, and school 

paraphernalia to 
Undisputed and 

Shannon Sharpe in 
response to his 

nationally televised 
remarks in which 

suggested that HBCU 
athletic facilities were 

all terrible and for 
using Prairie View 

A&M University as a 
"probable" worse case 

than Bethune Cookman 
University. 

Thanks Alumni for 
helping get Mr. 

Sharpe's ill-informed 
attention . 

We hope he hears us. 

Skip and Shannon: Undisputed 
% Asleigh Armin, Segment Producer 
Fox ehvork. Center 
102-01 West Pico Boulevard Bldg. 10 
Los Angdes, CA 90064 

De11r Mr. Sharpe: 

January 26, 2023 

My name is DeWayne Char)e. ton Publisher of Prairie View Magazine in Prairie View. Texas 
which is home to Prairie View A&.M niversity. 1 am a fan of yours • from the gridiron lo the 
studio. In fact, I would venture to :say that many in our community are fans of you and your 
show. 
You recently did a . egmenl on ndisputed where you addressed the Ed Reed and Bethune 

Cookman University flap. You essentially made the point lhat Ed Reed should have known what 
was facing him upon his. arri,,·al at the university. Your implication was that he obviously did not 
do his homework. 
Let me s.ay on behalf of PV 1at.ion. you obviously had not done your homework when you 

suggested that "Prairie View facilities were probably worse. than Betlmne-Cookman 's". 
Bethune-Cookman is our sister HBCU institution and fellow SWAC member. Together we will 

continue to ri.o;.e with academic distinction for all of our students and student ath1etes . You may 
not know that the founder of Bethune Cookman University, Mary McCloud-Bethune; and a 
graduate of Prairie View A&M University, Frederick Douglas Patterson, co-founded the nited 
Negro College Fund (UNCF). We have much in common and will continue to grow together. 
We have been fortunate to obtain first clas..s classroom, research, AND athletic facilities • on par 

with the best institutions of higher education in lhe. .S .. When you make a statement suggesti.ng 
• that sub-par facilities at HBC s are the norm. not only do you _promulgate the negative 

stereotypes of HBC . but you hurt recruitment efforts of HBCU admissions offices which are 
already underfunded, not to mention their alhletic programs. 
I want to thank you for the. yeoman job you do in representing our African*Ame.rican athletes . 

especially those who speak out on causes of social justice. You are an institution .in your own 
right. I salute you. But a.~ for your take on Prairie View, you gol it wrong . Terribly wrong. 
I have included a ,•ideo on thumb drive for your review in this package. You may also access i.t 

on YouTube by typing in "ariat views of the SH·t1C f Prafrie View)". 
Members of our campus community would love to have the Undisputed do a show from our 

beautiful campus: one which ha~ risen from the ashes of a former slave plantation. I am 
personally inviting you to Prairie View for a tour of the c.ampus. This gives you and. others a 
prim~ lime (no pun intended) to showcase a more aesthetic view of Prairie View A&M 
University. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. Feel free to contact me at 281.508.0222 lo 

arrange a visit with us. 
Sincerely, 

DeWayne Charleston, Publisher 
Prairie View Mag-azine 

Prairie View, Texas 77 446 



PROTECTION 
. & SECURITY 
IS CONTENTMENT 
■ Automobile insurance 

■ Homeowners insurance 
■ Life insurance 

■ Business & Specialty 

Edna Mae-Price 
PRICE AGENCY 

-Your Neighborhood Agent 
613 Sandra Bland Pkwy, Ste. 98 

Prairie View, Texas 77446 

eprice@farmersagent.com 

/ 

Call936-463~3884today 
I can help you secure your most valuable assets 
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INSURANCE 
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Travis Scott's Webster ·SchorarshiP Fund Opens tor APPiicants 
By: Sofia Montiel 
Nationwide -Travis Scott's Waymon Webster 
Scholarship Fund provides financial support to HBCU 
students in their senior year who are facing financial 
challenges to ensure they can graduate on schedule. 

The scholarship is led by the vision of Travis 

through the Waymon Webster Scholarship Fund. 100 
HBCU students from the graduating class of 2022 
received $10,000 each to help pay for their final tuition 
fees so they could surely receive their college diplomas on 
time. 

M 

s 
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Scott and his family, 
who has a long 
history of 
involvement in 
HBCU s. Both his 
parents and his sister 
attended HBCU s 
while his brother is 
currently enrolled 
also in an HBCU. 

. c 

The scholarship 
fund is named after his grandfather Waymon 
Webster, who attended Prairie View A&M 
University and served as dean of its graduate 
school. Since this initiative is close to his heart, Scott 
has always been dedicated to providing help to Black 
students. 
• "I want students to know they can accomplish 

anything they set their mind to and that in a moment of 
financial uncertainty, we are here to help. 

I hope these scholarships ·wHl free them up to be as 
innovative and creative as they can be as they conclude 
one chapter of their lives and begin another. Money 
should not be a barrier for students to dream big," Scott 
said, according to The HBCU Foundation. 

In 2022, Scott gave away $1 mil lion in scholarships 

: r • .. 

ott's Cactus Jack Foundation partnered with Astros 
Foundation to hold an HBCU Celebrity Softball Classic 
wherein most of the funds raised will go to the Waymon 
Webster Scholarship Fund. 

LeeVan Richardson 
Lawyer 

979.826.8008 
LVRICHARDSONLAWOFFICE.COM 

:_. Prairie View Magazine. is published monthly by _P.V. Mpgazine Printing. 
:,Advertising js _sold ex¢tusjvely by the publisher,-.(~PeWayne Charlesfon. 
':' For advertising· informdtion or to make suggestigns for editor,a_l content 
, please cal! 281 :508 '.6222 • • • 
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BISHOP LINWOOD DILLARD 
CITAOEL OF DELIVERANCE 

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

OR. MAURICE WATSON 
THE SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

REVEREND MARCUS W. SHIELDS DR. NICOLAS ELLEN 
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY OF FAITH BAPTJST CHURCH 

ZION CHURCH , EXPOSITORY TRAINING COUNSEUNG 
HOUSTON, TEXAS CENTER, LlC 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 

BLACK PREACHING ... MOVING FORWARD TO RESTORATION 

Johnson-Phillip All Faiths Chapel 
Prairie View A&M University 100 University Drive Prairie View. Texas 77 446 
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· 24 Hour r owit1g Services Available 
Dav 919-921-0209 

NiUhl 281-850-3883 
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. SMU Adds Prairie View to 2023 Football Schedule 
The SMU Mustangs have added the Prairie View A&M 

Panthers to their 2023 football schedule, the school 
announced on Tuesday. 
SMU will host Prairie View at Gerald J. Ford Stadium in 

Dallas, Texas, Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023. The game will mark 
the first-ever meeting between the two schools on the 
gridiron. 
Prairie View A&M is a public historically black land-grant 

university in Prairie View, Texas. The Panthers compete in 
the Southwestern Athletic Conference • (SWAC) in the 
Football Championship Subdivision (FCS). 
With the addition of Prairie View A&M, SMU has 

completed their non-conference schedule for the 2023 
season. The Mustangs are scheduled to open the season with 
a home contest against the Louisiana Tech Bulldogs on 
Saturday, Sept. 2. SMU will also travel to take on the 

Oklahoma Sooners on Saturday, Sept. 9 and will visit Fort 
Worth to face the TCU Horned Frogs in the Battle for the 
Iron Skillet on Saturday Sept. 23. 
The SMU Mustangs are the third non-conference opponent 

for Prairie View for the 2023 season. The Panthers are also 
scheduled to host the Abilene Christian Wildcats on Saturday, 
Sept. 9 and travel to face the Houston Christian Uuniversity 
Huskies on Saturday, Oct. 14. The Panthers will return to 
Dallas to face the Grambling State Tigers in Annual State 
Fair Classic at the Cotton Bowl. 

L•Van Richardson 
Lawyer 

979.826.8008 . 
LYRICHARDSONLAWOFACE.COM 

HICO All-STARS To Showcase PVAMU Hoop Talent 
ATLANTA -- HBCU All-Stars LLC has announced the second 
annual 2022-23 HBCU All-Stars Watch List featuring the nation's 
top HBCU student-athletes from the MEAC, SWAC, CIAA, 
SIAC, Tennessee State, North Carolina A&T, and Hampton 
Universities. Graduate Students Forward Yahuza Rasas and 
guard Will Douglas from Prairie View A&M has been selected to 
this years watch list. • 

The HBCU All-Star Game will showcase 24 of the best student­
athletes from the four Historically Black Athletic Conferences, 
representing the MEAC & SIAC HBCU All-Stars versus S WAC 
& CIAA HBCU All-Stars, along with Tennessee State, Hampton, 
and North Carolina A&T State Universities HBCU All-Stars. 

The 2023 HBCU All-Star Game, a college basketball showcase 
highlighting the best HBCU players in the country, wi!J be held at 
Texas Southern University's H&PE Arena in Houston on Sunday, 
April 2 at 4 p.m. ET. 

Travis L. Williams, HBCU All-Stars, LLC Founder/CEO and 
former head coach at two HBCUs Tennessee State University and 
Fort Valley State University said "What a blessing for us to 
celebrate Black culture, Black excellence, and Black history 
through our weekJong HBCU All-Star Game Experience in 
Houston. We are truly excited to showcase the nation's best 
HBCU student-athletes and brilliant coaches on a national stage 
and honor the illustrious playing careers of Fred "Curly" Neal 
(Johnson C. Smith University, CIAA), Sam Jones (North 
Carolina Central University, MEAC), Purvis Short (Jackson State 
University, SIAC), Caldwell Jones (Albany State University, 

SIAC) and Anthony Mason (Tennessee State University, 
Independent). 

All of .these amazing HBCU legends made their mark in this 
great game of basketball and reached the highest level of success 
in the NBA arid Harlem Globetrotters. We are honored to 
recognize their impact and importance on our HBCU basketball 
culture during the 2022-23 basketball season leading up to the 
first ever HBCU All-Star Game on an HBCU campus at Texas 
Southern University." 

This event is far more than a basketball game. HBCU All-Stars 
LLC will stage the HBCU All-Star Game Experience, a week­
long festival that will kick off the week on Tuesday, March 28 
and conclude the following Tuesday after the Championship 
game (April 4). It will celebrate the HBCU Experience and will 
be highlighted by a HBCU All-Stars College Admissions Fair, 
Community O_utreach and Engagement, Pro Day Combine, 
Welcome Reception, Awards Ceremony, and Social Justice & 
Civil Rights panel discussion. 

The HBCU All-Star Game will air live on the CBS Tel~vision 
Network and be available to stream on Paramount+. 

LeeVan Richardson 
Lawyer 

979 .826.8008 
LVRICHARDSONLAWOFFICE.COM 
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Happv Binhdav to Allene Adams and Pamela Morgan 
r m D Wayn Char ston nd Prairie Vi w Magazine 

Every once in a while God will place someone in your life who will 
radicaly transform how you think, see, and approach life. In my case it 
has been Pamela Morgan. She has been a forceful advocate in my 
healthcare and a friend so dear. Pam and her mom, Allene, share 
birthdays a day apart, but they share the same heart. Both from God. 

January 30th & 31st. 
They are both examples of how God has shared His grace, love; beauty 

and tenacity with us all. Happy birthday ladies. 
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The Untold Storv: 
.. Three Upcoming Book Proiects on the Historv 01 PVAMU· 

PRAIRIE VIEW, Texas (Jan. 26, 2023) - Prairie View A&M 
University is affectionately known as "The Hill" by students 
and alumni. The University is the second-oldest public higher 
education institution in Texas, and it remains a pinnacle of 
academic excellence[!!- • 

Ranked the number four best-valued college and the number 
one HBCU in Texas, PVAMU is a top producer of engineers, 
nurses, educators and entertainers. Notable alums and. those 
influenced by the University include engineer Carolyn Fritz, 
NFL Hall of Farner Ken Houston, actress Loni Love, producer 
DJ Premier and singer Charlts 
Brownfll 

"PVAMU has played a pivotal role 
in ·elevating the economic, social and 
cultural plight of Black people in 
America," said William T. Hoston, 
Ph.D., a political science. professor 
and director of the Mellon Center for 
Faculty Excellence at PVAMU. 

He and Will Guzman, former 
PVAMU Black history professor and 
current assistant vice chancellor at 
North Carolina Central University, 
believe it's time to celebrate the 
University 's contribution to history as 
we approach PVAMU's 
sesquicentennial[Jl 

Sharing Lessons from a Resilient 
Past 

Since its inception as Alta Vista 
Agricultural and Mechanical College 
of Texas for Colored Youth in 1876, 
what would . later become Prairie 
View A&M University has been at 
the forefront of American history. 

In 1862, U.S. Congress enacted the Morrill Land-Grant Bill . 
to establish public colleges and further President Abraham 

Lincoln's post-civil war middle-class growth strategylli. But 
Texas refused to integrate schools. So, to qualify for funding, 
the ·state legislature opened a separate higher education 
institution for African Americans. They purchased Alta Vista 
Plantation in Waller County for $15,000, and the 1,388 acres 
that once housed 100 enslaved Black men and women 

welcomed the first class of eight male studentsl2. 
The Board of Directors at Bryan College was appointed to 

manage the University, and in the initial year, Alta Vista 

College received only $5,000 to finance operations[fil. For many 
years, the University was forced to self-sustain@. The campus was 
perpetually underfunded, receiving little to no money, and the farm 

provided its only food[fil. • 
In 1984, following a triumphant victory, an amendment to the 

Permanent University Fund validated PVAMU's eligibility for 
available aid. 

Inspired by these stories and others, Drs. Hoston and Guzman saw 
• the need for a book that captured PVAMU's unique narrative. 

Recording the Institution's Place in History 
When Hoston and Guzman announced the 

call for chapter submissions related to 
PVAMU's history, they received an 
overwhelming response. They paired the entries 
with rediscovered reprints, and collectively, the 
co-editors had enough for a three-part book 
senes. 

The first, "Prairie View A&M and the Quest 
for Justice," will examine student-led and 
affiliate movements that fought for equal voting 
rights and social justice. 

' The second installation in the series, "The 
'Hill' We Climbed," wiU provide an inside look 
into individual student life, the formation of 
programs and departments, homecoming, sports 
and the interrelations of Greek and band life. 

"Black Profiles in Greatness: A Legacy of 
Prairie View A&M University," the final book 
within the series, ·will recognize notable alums 
and historical figures who 've contributed to the 
institution. 

Hoston and Guzman split the books between 
two scholarly publishing companies, Texas 
Tech University Press and Texas A&M 

University Press, envisioning a comprehensive series with each 
book building_ on the next, exposing the University to a larger 
audience. 

Only two books on PVAMU's history are currently available, a 
one-lens narrative by George R. Woolfolk and a pictorial book by 
Michael J. Nojeim and Frank D. Jackson, but nothing documenting 
the institution's t6tality since 1876. 

Figures like Inez Beverly Prosser, the first Black woman to earn a 
psychology Ph.D. in 1933, and activist Lula B. White's work with 
t~e civil rights movement have primarily gone omitted from the 
history books[2.}. 

Continued next page 



The Untold Storv: Continued from Previous Page 

Still, securing a publisher for all three books took some work. 
"One publisher gave us the idea of turning the content into a 
blog," recounted Hoston. "It shows you that when people analyze 
Black history, they try to collapse it together when there are many 
facets to what Black people have achieved in this country." 
Reaching Back to Move Forward 
The book series is the work of a communitive effort involving 

alums, current students and 
elders. "The good thing about 
Prairie View is the people 
who are a part of the 
institution always come back, 
and they live and breathe the 
University," Hoston boasted. 
Hoston stressed that creating 

a book that captures older 
alum narratives will help 
preserve a history that could 
otherwise be lost. 
"I reached out to the elders 

for their blessing. I set up 
interviews and talk d to them 
about the school's history," he 
said. Thei r inclusion is 
essential given the discussion 
surrounding the removal of 
Black history and Critical Race Theory from textbooks and 
instruction in half a dozen states, including Texas. 
Connecting Current Students and Recent Alumni to PVAMUs 

Hidden Figures 
"The untold story of PV is that it's the best HBCU in Texas and 

one of the best in the nation. We may not have gotten the 
recognition in the past, but we've known that to be true," said 

Hoston. 
The University has survived years of disproportionate funding. 

structural racism, discrimination, violence and political 
marginalization. Even when the state and surrounding white­
segregated community pressured the University to close its doors, 
students and faculty turned inward and leaned on each other, 
forming an impenetrable bond. 

"PV is one place that nurtures its 
students," said Hoston. "The 
professors care, and that's evident 
in how they teach the students and 

- how students interact with the 
professors." 
Guzman says PVAMU has a 

culture of "We can do it, we shall 
do it, and we will do it." He 
anticipates that the books will 
encourage dialogue and teach 
students about the legacy of people 
who walked the hallowed grounds 
before them. 
"Students need to know the history 

of the institution they ' re going to," 
Hoston said. His goal is for the 
boo ks to become mandatory 
readings for incoming students, 

automatically distributed at admittance. "Kids need to know 
whom the buildings are named after, the significance of the 
illustrious alumni, and what they contributed to the institution." 
Readers can anticipate the first book's release and possible 

accompanying podcasts in early 2024. 

By Whitney Stovall 

PV Magazine ffiOO[]][]]OIJrn[® Dffiffi(f]rnIT ma ffiJrn [illoo[[[b 
Prairie View City Councilwoman Wen~y Williams is the 
Prairie View Magazine Community Leader the Month. 

In fact, it is because of leadership 
like hers that we created this 
monthly acknowledgement. Her 
firm leadership and compassionate 
care of others reminds me of former 
Governor Ann W. Richards. 
She has with clever precision and 

noble cause held up certain business of the city which would 
otherwise undermine the hard fought gains of previous City 

of Prairie View administrations. 
Councilwoman Williams once agreed to leave a meeting of 
the Prairie View 4B EDC when three current council 
members showed up and forced the corporation to end its 
meeting, due to there being a quorun1 of council members. 
She has indeed turned the tables and now employs a strategy 
which others once used to stop official city business (PV 4B 
EDC). 
It takes courage and conviction to do what she has done. 
And for that Councilwoman Williams, we thank you. 
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"Lt. Colonel Ben v l. loc en -- iumis ere to Stav " 
PVAMU Honors the Legacy of an Alumnus and Community Leader 

PRAIRIE VIEW, Texas (Jan. 26, 2023) - "Today, we salute the life of 
an extraordinary man." 
(Ret.) Lieutenant Colonel Benny L. Lockett '61 exemplified a lifelong 

devotion to serving others. On Jan. 18, Prairie View A&M Uni ersity's 
Office of the President, College of Agriculture and Human Sciences 
dignitaries, as well as family and friend gathered 
to rename the auditorium of the Cooperative 
Extension Program building after the retired 
military veteran. 
Provost and Senior Vice President of Academic 

Affairs James M. Palmer presided over the 
ceremony. Guests recited the National Anthem 
and listened to a brief scripture and invocation 
from former alum Mark Falls ' 82. 
Prc,vost Emerita and Professor E. Joahanne 

Thomas - Smi th spoke about Lockett 's 
extraordinary life, highlighting the indisputable 
characteristics of his spirit. 
"It is for his labor, example as an extraordinary 

citizen, and extreme generosity, with his 
resources, love for his alma mater, and love for 
his humankind that we show the world in this 
dedication for Lt. Benny Lockett. We can indeed fee l the love," 
Thomas-Smith said. 
President Ruth J. Simmons praised Lockett for being a shining 

example of leadership and service, 
qualities he illustrated unerringly 
throughout his life. 
Prior to post-military service, 

Lockett successfully pursued two 
degrees and carved out a career in 
corporate America. He returned to 
PV AMU to serve in the CEP and 
was a leader in several educational 
and leadership organizations. 
"Each of these accomplishments 

a lon e i s a cons id e rable 
achievement," Simmons said. 
"That he did all of it so selflessly 
and well is a testament to what is 
possible when one does truly 
embrace all the possibilities and 
responsibilities that life offers." 
Though Lockett served long 

before CARS Dean Gerard 
D'Souza's tenure, D' Souza said 
his legacy has influenced and strengthened the college, namely CEP, 
which is the very heart of the college's mission, to provide educational 
and practical values to the community. 
"Our college and university are proud to serve society in this way, and 

we've done that since our founding," D'Souza said. "Lockett's legacy 
continues to penneate not only within this auditorium but also the 
building and many others on and off campus." 
As a member of The Texas A&M· University System Chancellor 's 

Century Council Executive Committee between 2007 to 2020, TAMUS 
Chancellor John Sharp said he knew Lockett well and held him in the 

• highest regard for his support of the TAMU System. "I will remember him 
as a very kind, loyal and soft-spoken man," Sharp said in a message. "But 
most of all, I will remember him as my friend." 
Lockett's unwavering selfless and generous heart was the throughline of 

the entire ceremony. His love for his community was undeniable for those 
who knew him best and those who only knew of his immense legacy. 

·s the pastor of Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church, 
Reverend Marcus Cosby described him as a 
"great man who served greatly." 
Lockett's wife, Mamie, spoke fondly of her late 

husband, reminiscing on his devotion to his 
Christian faith and service to his church, alma 
mater and fami ly. "He was a man who asked for 
very little," she said. "He was one in a million, 
and he is missed." 
Lockett was born in Linden, Texas , and 

graduated from PVAMU in 1961 with a degree in 
agricultural education. He earned a master's 
degree in biology from Wisconsin State 
University and was soon accepted into its law 
school. After retiring from the military in the 70s, 
Lockett joined the United States Army Reserve. 

For his distinguished military career, Lockett earned several accolades, 
including a Bronze Star Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, and many more. 

He worked as an engineer for 
Texas Instruments before returning 
to PV AMU to serve in the CEP in 
various capacities throughout his 
time. An ardent supporter of 
education, Lockett was an active 
member of many boards, councils 
and committees including the 
Fairview Reunion Corporation of 
Linden, Texas, which he founded, 
PVAMU Class of 1961 President. 
the George W. Bush Library 
Committee, the Prairie View A&M 
Foundation Board of Trustees, and 
countless others. 
Lockett's selflessness prompted 

him to lead a life of duty in every 
facet of his life until his passing in 
2020. From his time at PVAMU, 
serving in th e military and 
fulfilling his call to his . faith and 

the church, Lockett led well and committed to serving. 
Toward the end of the ceremony, John Osby, Acting Board Chair of the 

Prairie View A&M Foundation, asked the audience to live challenged by 
his example and "go and be like Benny." 
Now, Lt. Colonel Benny L. Lockett Auditorium is here to stay, inspiring 

everyone who walks through its doors and sealing Lockett's incredible 
legacy as one of PVAMU's most esteemed alums. 
By Pascale Mondesir 
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The Men's Breakfast of St. Francis Hears from Frank Jackson 
Former Prairie View Mayor Frank Jackson spoke at the 

recent February Men's Breakfast. In his usual spiendid .· 
oratorical style, he shared our history "literally" from 
beginning to end. Jackson encouraged the capacity -­
crowd to get to know the real history of America 
and indeed the world. His knowledge of Texas 
history and the local history surrounding Prairie 
view and Waller County is indispensable to the 
student of black history. • 

The Breakfast led by Mr. Donald Sowell and 
other local residents, meets every third Saturday at 
8:30a.m. the St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal 
Church in Prairie View. Admission is free and 
donations are accepted. 

/ 
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5 Reasons Credit Unions oner·the Best Auto 
Refinance Loa.us Article by: P.rair.i.e Yi.ew~f:CU I Cy-Fair FCU . 

' 

Whether you have recently purchased a shiny, 
brand-new vehicle, or if you have grown to adore 
your reliable used one, it's possible to reduce your 
current monthly payment with an auto refinance 
loan! 

Here are five reasons it makes more sense to 
refinance your auto loan through Prairie View FCU: 

1. With us, you have a better chance of getting your loan 
refinanced. Even though the refinance process is the same and 
the underwriting process is similar, a credit union may be able to 
make some accommodations that a commercial 
bank would not. Many credit unions are also more 
inclined to listen to its members' needs and 
unique situations-sometimes adjusting terms of 
a loan accordingly. 

2. We have competitive rates and term limits. 
Rates at a credit union are typically lower than the 
average rate at a competitor bank, resulting in 
instant savings. While it is possible you currently 
have the best rate available, as the economy has 
driven rates up recently, you could still find 
monthly savings by adjusting your term limit with 
a loan refinance. For example, if you are more 
concerned about keeping a lower, budget-friendly 
monthly payment, extending your term limit from 
36 months with a lower rate to a 60- or 72-month 
term with a slightly higher rate could actually 
lower your monthly payment because you are 
simply spreading the cost over more months. 

3. We provide personalized service. Because we are a not-for­
profit organization and work to provide members with high­
quality customer service, you can openly discuss your concerns 
about your loan, discuss our flexible "Skip-A-Pay" option, and 
review your financial situation with a professional lending officer. 
This can alleviate some of the pressure of applying and securing 
financing for your vehicle and you can be more confident that we 
are working with your best interests in mind. 

4. We offer educational resources. Credit unions provide 

information such as refinancing options and how to make the best 
decisions when assessing which loan product is the best option 
for your auto r,efinance. If this is your first time undertaking an 
auto refinance and you are apprehensive about the loan process, 
you can tum to Prairie View Federal Credit Union for unbiased 
answers. 

5. We offer ·a non-sales approach. Unlike commercial banks, 
which often give their lenders bonuses or some type of 
compensation for the loans they get approved, credit unions, as 
not-for-profit financial institutions, work for their members and 
do ~ot try to sell you something you d(?n't need. 

As a non-for-profit financial institution, Prairie View Federal 
Credit Union offers the lowest rate we are able and provide 
flexible options that can meet your budget. If you would like to 
discuss the possibility of lowering your monthly payment, check 
with Prairie View Federal Credit Union. 

*Contact PVFCU for consultation about opportunities to reduce 
your monthly payment amount. Refinancing is available for 
vehicles not funded by PVFCU or CFFCU. Terms and conditions 
may apply. Federally insured by the NCUA. Equal Credit 

I 



Sheba Scott's 
My readers may have noticed that women have penned every article 
in this issue. I've published for 33 years and that's a long overdue 
flrst. With that as a backdrop, I'm so proud to introduce a new writer 
to you, Sheba Scott. Scott is an oncology nurse in Houston's Texas 
Medical Center and a proud graduate of Prairie View A&M University. 
The mother of two girls, she is an experienced traveler and a great 
writer. Sheba has traveled the world over and has plans for both 
France, India, and Thailand in the next 10 months. I hope that you 
will get your imaginations, and even your passports ready, as you 
enjoy Sheba Scott's Black Women Travel in Prairie View Magazine in 
the coming months .. 

ello everyone, 
I'm so excited about this opportunity to share 

with you about my travel adventures. As a little 
background about myself: I 
am a single parent of two 
daughters and was the 
primary caregiver of my 
parents in their later years. 
I'm sure that a lot of you can 
relate that during this period 

of one's life, there is not much time for selfcare. I 
traveled with my young girls and parents within 
the continental United States and Mexico on 
vacations. I was even able to sneak away for 

some solo vacations in the Caribbean (Jamaica­
Ocho Rios, Montego Bay and Negri!, Virgin 
Islands, St. Lucia, Dominican Republic, Turks and 
Caicos) during the summer while my mother 
watched the girls. 

Now that bot? of my daughters are in college, I 
have taken travel to a whole new level. Over the 
past few years, I have traveled internationally to 
Dubai, Africa (Tanzania and Zanzibar), Hawaii, 
Egypt and Greece (Crete, Athens, Santorini and 
Mykonos) just to name a few. 

Recently, I joined a travel club for women. 
Traveling solo has its benefits (peace, quiet and 
solitude), but group travel has opened a whole 
new avenue for me. The friendships and 
sisterhood that I have established through my 
travels are priceless. I'm still in contact with some 
of these women. A couple of ladies that I met in 
Africa were able to make it to my 50th birthday 
party last year. My focus in sharing my travel 
adventures with you is to inspire people of color to 
get out there and see the world. It is truly a life 
changing, momentous ~vent! 

Above and below: Sheba njoys mimosas with traveling partners 
after a hot air ballon ride over the Sereng ti; Right: Sheba 
adventures in Dubai by camelb«k; Below right: Sheba and children 
of the Masai Village in a Ten.anion classroom. 



REFINANCING YOUR 
VEHICLE COULD MEAN 
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Congratulation 

ABOVE 
RT @PVAMUSportsMed: Congrats to 2 @PVAMUSportsMed Staff 
ATs on their selection to medical staffs in #Mobile & #Vegas!! 
Kebron will attend the @seniorbowl but unfortunately Nilaja has 
@pvamu_wbb and couldn 't commit. We're proud of both of them!! 
Another reason to choose @PVAMUPanthers @EDACNATA https:// 

t.co/v3N El SyxBN 

BELOW 
Two PVAMU Basketball Players Selected to the 2023 
HBCU All-Star Final Watch List https:// 
pvpanthers.com/news/2023/1 /25/mens-basketball­
two-pvamu-basketball-players-selected-to-the-2023-

hbcu-all-star-final-watch-list.aspx 
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