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Judge DeWayne Everett Charleston, 61, entered into etetd life on Tuesday, June
3, 2025. DeWayne was born on the historic campus of Prairie View A&M University on
June 30, 1963, to the late Cube and Nellie Charleston. The fifth of six children, DeWayng
nﬂjé&)yer_e_d his calling for activism and public service early in life, insgired by towering v
figures such as Thurgood Marshall, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and W.E:B, Du Bois
'A‘grame of Waller High School in the Class of 1981, DeWayne wefit h to
pursue highet education at I’ﬁorth Texas State University (now the University of North
Texas), where he majored in political science and minored in history. In the spring of
1982, he became a memﬁer of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., joining alongside his
_ older brother, Carlen—a milestone that further solidified his commitment to leadership,/
‘ ‘_.scholarship, and seryfce.

After compléting his degree, DeWayne moved to Austin, Texas, to serve in the
administration of Governor Ann Richards. He would later relocate,.to,Q;}l-lz_p ,uv,vhr'he
deepened his spiritual journey by enrolling at Dallas Theologicangminary. n 1993,"
DeWayne married Amy l derson, and from that union two cﬁildren were born— ‘
Christiana DiNell and Christopher DeWayne—both of whom were raised in Prairie View,
continuing the family’s deep-rooted connection to the town t eir father So dearly loved. +

By

DeWayne seamlessly balanced fatherhood with civic lea p; serving as publisher of
Prairie View Magazine, engaging the community 3 oht-after lecturer, and” :
o mentoring youth as a dedicated Pee Wee fooiball cdach. g B
In 2003, DeWayne madehistory by becoming the first African American judge ‘::.
elected in Waller County, Texa:kthat role, he merged his political vision with his -

unwayering commitment to civil rights and grassroots organizing. (e : -

His relentless advocacy against voter suppression earned him widespread recognition, .
most notably in 2004 when he helped organize aimarch of over 8,000 people in defense'gﬁ Q o
voting rights—a testament to his ability to mobilize, inspire, and lead. ‘W \GA

DeWaype played a vital and courageous role in the pursuit of justice following the
death of Sar land. Drawing upon his experience bothia jﬁ’d;hﬂd civil rights
zldvocate'2 he ‘emerged as a leading voice in demanding accountability and-transparency
from local authorities. His words pierced through institutional silence, offering the public

.

.g*re and un_lﬂﬁ'red glimpse into the realities behind the scenes. :
;"'"'- gliwren as e%dvocated for others, DeWayne waged a battle of his own. In 2009, he
Wﬁ\diagnosed with stage IV prostate cancer and given only months t0 live. Anchored by
unshakable faith,’gle underwent a series of surgeries, treatments, and experimental trial§
imately defyélg every prognosis for 16 years. His remarkable survival story becam
gfoundwork for the DeWayne Charleston Foundations an organization devoted to/raisin;

awarenjpromoti{lg prevention, and advo@lg uitable prostate cancer ¥

particularly in the African-American communify.' ‘hough he no longer walks a
DeWayn lﬁgc’y‘ives on—through his children, thiough his foundation, and tk
many liveS’ he'touched, doors he opened, and barrie e ‘
DeWayne was preceded in death by his parents, ulg ,a'l‘ld .N .
survived by &s beloved children, Christopher and Christiana; his br , D2 id,
and Craig;xis sisters, Phyllis and Kathleen; numerous nieces, nephews, and éohsins;

host of family members and friends who will continue to honor his legz;c'gﬂ.,'
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Musical Prelude

PIOTeBEIONAL o oiinsivimomenssmimssscis s A AR Clergy, Pallbearers, and Family

Scriptural Reading
B T e e e Dr. Clarence Talley
INEW TESTAMENL.....cucirreeeiennnennasssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssasssssans Minister Michael Moore
Prayer of Comfort..... s Pastor Henry H. Batson 111
IV R I SHCRN B OO v susosaonsosaoisos 545585845 ussoneossSo4S AR ARSI Dr. Anthony McBeth
Resolutions and Acknowledgements........ s, Allison Cormier
Life Reflections (Two Minutes Please)
As a Co-Laborer (DeWayne Charleston Foundation)....... Holley Cotton
AS 2 C0aCh/TEACKET. ... sssses s ssse st ssessseaa e sre s sessssassseaes Ross Rogers
AS 2 Friend.... s Mark Westbrook, Kim & Chrystal Dillard
AS @ BIOtRET.....niinninssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssess Lt. Col. Carlen Charleston
Pastoral REmATrKS..........cmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns Dr. D.”Z. Cofield
Musical Selection «”T Need You INOW™.......msssssssssssssssssssssess Dr. Anthony McBeth

BAIOZY.crrrriiiimmmmmmsmmmssssssssssssssssss s s Minister Kea Westbrook
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oneself, but for others—the highest expression of I ught for
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» Those of you who truly K ew our father that he woulc ngvant today to be defined by .~
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sorrow. He would acknowledge youf‘eals, of cyurse—b t then he would tell you to wipe tl’l\efgs' 3G
away, stand tall, and fight. That was not only his approach to parenthood, but to life itself. o
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"So many of the accomplish we’ve been blessed to achieve are rooted in our father’s
unwavering encouragement—his insistence that we forward, no matter@itf His perspective |
ring clarity, strength, and resolve.

had a way of reframing every challenge,

Our fathe#s—and remains—our guiding light. We wﬂm'ays feel his presence. We wﬂialways
carry his love. And in honoring his legacy, we will always keep fightmg 3" 3
o
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YOU TAUGHT US ALL HOW TO LIVE. To live PASSIONATELY. Whether it'yas peeling
“y back the layers of your.own existelﬁe to reveal the deeper beauty in your personal riences 3
or, more significantly, unearthing and exposing the beduty of other natioh§‘: ethjigties, gnil _‘, -k
qultux‘;‘:dve sa®w how you prized human capital and that people Weré important to you, their # ';
pliglR i’yre so. Taking flight across international waters to sit humbly among people whose ways" i
and means of life were foreign to the very core of who you are, from Africa to the United ;
Kingdom and beyond, stepping into the unknown seemed to ignite a fire in your selfless soul to g
empower thj&‘otherness’ of society. And in an act of reverse reciprocity, you empowered
+"yourself for the 16-year strenuous journey that was yours to bear. 4
And you lived RADICALLY! Verbiage to you was paltry when measured up against the power of
people’s‘I actions. Indeed, your actions screamed volumes!¥ gugss that’s why you didn’t utter i
your first words until the age of five years old! Yoy Kniew it was never goﬁg to be about the ", 7
'~ ‘talk’ aryway! You showed us all — it was about the WORK. -, f
And oh how you lived with CONVICTION! Pursuing causes that were not your own and from
which you had everything to lose. But yours y \clear vision. The bigger picture was that - |
humanity had everything to gain. So fearlggsl\&: without inhibitions - you eagerly casted off :* .
all restraints and took up causes for the progression towards a more humane and civil wo:,ld S
DEWAYNE, YOU LIVED WELL. &,r” » (‘ .
But we never thought you would teach us... so soon... howte DIE. You were invincible! Our
superhero! But only you kn%)w dire the battle within you was. You were not oblivious to the
gravity.of your condition nor were'}ou in denial about your mortality. So in your dying, you took
up arms and became an advocate for your own cause: the fight to live. With'the.same energy you
gave to so many other external ideals, you exerted on your own behalf. And you persisted - for

ol 2

16 yeats. We saw you engage in countless hours of rch, clinical trials, traditional and :
alternati¥ therapies, gym workouts and running bleachers, i_stounding healthcare profesglohals !
with your will - to - live! For 16 years — with a smile. Never saying ‘no’ — until you knew you 7 -

." jlis_t shouldn’t. Taking calls and meetings — until you couldn’t. Yearning to “guest lecture” on’ 3
o Ccolll%?campuses — until your body wouldn’t. And in your final hours, with your signature %
‘5‘ : ;'adi(:al passion and ironclad conviction, you told your family ‘I love you’ with a so ‘q that we)
o y all understood— and we saw'you DIE WELL. i i
Waiting with great anticipation until we see you face to face again,

David, Phyllis, Kathleen, Carlen, and Craig \ . ’
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HOUSTON, TX

PRt  DEWAYNE CHARLESTON
% "The United States v. Waller County: Then Me", _




A LIFE WELL LIVED

y .

»

*yatt

¢

4




John Bellf Kevin Cameaﬁlers | Larr%Crawford | Bruce Davis | Marcux gs | Caleb King
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- FAMILY GRATITUDE “ .‘, g
we' dlﬂe t0'extend our sincere gratitude to each one of you for the calls, prayers, text and 4
U '/ of strength during this difficult time.
. o .
- SPECIAL THANKS 3 % |
 Paul G. Corn, MD, PhD: Your willingness to truly listen to our father and craft a treatment plan thatc” =

respected his yoice meant more than words can express. Your professionalism and compassion never
" went unnoti¢ed. We are deeply grateful for the care you prowded

Constable Herschel Smith: Your unwavering loyalty tgur fatfié#has alw been evident. You st

by,h:m ‘gprough every cha.llenge, ready to fight at his sncb ur friendship is thing we will forever S
horior. ,. & ¥
Chrktln@ Gm-leston. bu stepped forward without hesxtanon indad’s greateq hour of need. The -’—.‘ |
strenwx love, and dignity with which you.sappo issomethmgwewmalwaysrememberand o L
respect. You earned a badge of honor that de. N A e

Keith Crawford: You generously oﬁered both profe&slonal insight and nal support whe it é
mattered most. Our father deeply valued your perspective and thoughtful guidance. So do we. Q,
’Ibm Brennan.Qur father held you in the highest regard—as g-ftiend, o&]eague and mentor. Yo “ =
ort during his final mon made a profound impact on him and.on us. We will always be grateful.
Lavine: Thank you for eady, caring presence H‘) ouﬁfa’ther S me He cherished your j
friendshiﬁand confided in you often. Your kindness meant the world to him to us. 3
Carol Higginbotham, RN: Your gentle spirit and compassionate care brought comfort to our father in -

his final . You made a difficult time more bearable for our family, and we are sincert |
Jenny CNA: Your dedication to our father’s and dignity was extraordma;y Yoﬂ'were 4
exaqtly e needed in those final days, and we will always ember the grace 1gth with?
\ whnc? you served him. Thank you. = ‘.f;"
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