
·,~Ji' w!.th the f<c:l'.s\:\ins - - nil of them 
Pro Bowl years -· a::1d st ill [;Oing 
strong. . 

"Every year l tl]1ink :ibout reti r­
ing," lie confessed .. "Yoi! Y1oni.:lcr if 
you sl:ould come b>ac'.<:, ,•.~u wonder 
if you can still per fc;i rm ,L J Y9\' .,~bl!· 
ctc,· whnt the co.1clhes are th111k111g. 

·Th.cre's n ,o·n of t hings thai go . 
throuch your mintll, Ol!te rou get to 
be an olckr ball o!a;ycr." . , 

· Ye'(, at 31 ....'. h,e. \vi_li be 3S in 
November - l(en. il lo1istqn said t lie 
cnme is gettini.: easi:er for hiin. 
· "Any time they J,-Jt " i';t'.ycr g?, tic 
can still ;,i:,v 2noth·er ye,11 ' but :!1en 
you 11.:ive tci consider \h_e team: ~e· 
s:; i d. "!', t the end of L11s yea t ' I i.l 
evaluate myself rin d sit Gown ll"J\II 
the coaches· a nd see wh,li t they' re 
thinking. I3 11t it gels ea~1er after a 
dozen ye:irs. The re:lief ls 1ll knowrng 
that you're not goir1g to lw:ie '.~ plat 
much !onge·r. The r1ressur1< f l ally !S 

1 · g u i-·,l, ber.ause 
on UC younger (!)rough and ll'}' 

they'v~ g~t to c_ome 0 r . .1 0 ye,:r :; or 
to play 1or f i ve • 1 , , , ,1,- ·,,) . , .. 
whr. tever. With me:. ·: '· ' · · ' · ., · · 
the end. so therc 'i 
nrtssu re." · 
~ !-fouston lubghe 
1.xJhen. r get out, !'Ii 
the crowd. I love pl, 
p ie. I !ewe Su1t(jay 
he lievc 'i t or not, I'll 
lng C,tnlp, because i 
.pare n m,in's soul. 
tcnm is deveiooed.'.' 

Perhaps po· piny 
etched in thq mind 
fan th an Houston ':; 

Garrison in 1973. On fo urth and goal 
with 16 seconds left in the game and 
Washin[lton lend ing, H-7, D,1l l us 
qnnrt cr bnck Craig Morton com­
pleted a short pass over th e m idd!c 
to GurriSc>n. Wi il11hc game r iding on 
the plaf 's ou tcome, Houston met 
Garrison one-011-onc, lifted ltim up 
and stopped hi m on the one-yard 
line. 

"Thill w~s the play of my c,1rrer," 
Houstbn sn icl. "Everyl.iocly knew Walt 
Garrison. People sti!l come up 10 me 
a nd m aybu , hoy won 't know my 
n a !Tle , b u t they'll n:,ncmbcr t hat 
play." 

!iouston hus nlw, ys been n niJm..::­
sls to the Cowboys. The ne:<1 year in 
an emergency role when Larry 
Jones w~s hurt, l-!uu:;ton rctnrnt:d ~i 

punr ag;:; i:1st the Cowbnys for n 
touchc.lo1·m. The following year, ile 
made an interception in overtime to 
> ··"er a 30-24 Redski ns ':ictory. 
l!,V, :, J;i.~t ric t,son , he rn nue ; i n in ter­
,.,., - 1 ' . .:: •·:a;i ·· Dallas d r i•,1e and 

Perhavs no play .is more 
firmly etched i n the .r~1 in~ 
o.f any Redskin fan than 
.Ken Houston's tack le of 
Walt Gar.rison o.f Dallas 
(above) in 1973. . . . With 
the gnnw riding on tl.ie 
p lay's 011 tcome, Houston 
met Garrison one-on-one, 
l if'led h im up .and stopped 
i... •h - "' .,,.., ,,, ., •1n o 1-tJJn on ! ,. .. e on ,--J cu t.1. L., .i i:' 

lo save a 14-7 victonr . . .. 
"'T'hat was the plD.y of my 
Ca r ·-""'I' " Lf0 / YS ron .C:£" i r! ~ \ ,.. 1 .1 J. ;..,. L ..,.. :,1...,<C.."- • 

with my wife. If she'!. in the school 
system, we'd have t ile same k[nd of 
hours. 1i1e sarne days off. It's h a rd to 
li ve white you 're playing fco,ball. I 
jll$t wan t to li':e. I don 't want a high­
pressure job. I just want the kind of 
job that i c:in pm myself in to where I 
can ,:lso have some time for myself." 

I 

But for now, as long :::s he puts on 
the Je rsey with the fomiliar No. 27, 
llQuston wants to tr lumph. He is !he 
JJerenn ial optimist. I·le reiuscs to lis­
ten_ to tlw propl1ets of dcom and Je­
spa!\·. 

'TH 1-~i! you what: Wi th t he way 
;-he wild-card situ:ition is set up, I'll 
u0 surprised ii we don't make thi:: 
~layoffs th is /fGf, b~c;ause we've got 
sor.,c very solu.l lJ:1!1 plnycrs. \'/e've 
got yo_ung kids who ca n pl ay. It's 
go:nG to Wk~ s_ome time, bu t we've 
g?t f_o_u r exh1b1t10n game~. Al l foot• 
.,,ill is, is berng aggressive. Ir you've 
got people knocking the heck out of 
s~rnel>ody, yo u're going to win y 
~;,1rirt' or balJ (J~"n. <" ' 1' ' f,. our 


