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A HISTORY OF THE T=RAITORY THAT HO¥W CORSTITUTES
FALLTR COUNTY, TEXAY, FROM

1831 IO 1884
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wment of the Requirenments
For the Degree of

MASTZR OF ARTS

By

Frznk ®dd Yhite, B. A.
Yaller, Texas) ‘ :
Auvgtin, Texas

August, 1936
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evor, GLR1S indicates bthat tos¥e ¥ g considerable orgaalizas
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rion activicy smong the yarious roliglous denominstions: in
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rhie twenty-Live VSars following wh0 iyl da Thene
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in resard to the Golbes thal various churcheg were OTr- RR—

ized, LeCBUES thers evidently were core who aid not owm

There 1s one institution in aller county that de-~’
_serves Spew .cilal mentlon; thst is Prairle View State Hormal
and Industrizl foliege for Hegross. The story of this
college is the stOTY of the rise of the Texns nezro from
+he status of 8 glave uO thzt of“sm educated =nd useful

citizen, Prior %0 the emancipation of the slaves the site

the sites uhere theizr buildinge stood, and in sO% inatances

upon wnich prairie View now stznds was the glave nlantation

of Soclonel Jared Ellison Kirby, wWho W28 2 cousin of Leanaxd

e A TR IS

SRS

"‘..‘—1-)-'-“-




waller Oroce, the owner of Liezndo nlandutiOn. The Eirby

gatate then vore the.Bpanish azze Alts Viswa,
-After Colonel Kirby's death, soon after the Civil Var,
his widow, Mrs. Helen uary Kirdby, sfterwardc dean of women

at Texng University, gurned the plant

1 ation w=nsion into a
: : 50 ,
 fashionzatle school for youny ladies. The school wis . -nob
vipg. Fonnie Guinn of Vialler attended this private
scheol cuﬂgus1ed by Yrs, &3 3 shie PT

igeg hey Very
t _‘ﬁtlt A, "-' i at(‘.-

i :
highly for the iype of work thst

a financial suCCess and Mrs. Xirby sold tne plantation to

$he State of Texas. Tie college waa later Huilt oun the

—

nlantation 31te.
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August 14, 1872, an act mae sed by the Fifteenth

Legislature of Texas establishing the Agricultursal and

Hechanical Callewc of Tex for the benefit of colored
51

youth, - The Xir rby Plgnthﬁion wng purchased and the

Sl .
Gamnelte Laws of Texz2e, YI1T, 972,

Spanish Alta vists was changed bto the Tnzlish Prairie

n._

Visw. The Kirby mansion pecame Kirby Hall, and only
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recently was 1l torn down.
The school was organizad by thosg at the hezd af
Asrieultural and Mechanical College at. vollege Station
< L2 i}
near 3ryen, Texas, but the nane (Azziculiural. and lMech-
anical College) sounded too much like work %o the newly
fraed negrﬁas'and $hoy roefused to attend on the ground
that they did not nsed to be trained to work, and the
S e -
achool soon failsd for want of students, AB & Tesuld
:"‘Z'. |
2 .
s Honston Informer =nd Texas Preeman {Houston)
spzil 18 1831 p. B, »
the school was reorganized in 1879 into a school wanose
, &
: Lo T}
purpoes. primarily, was to train tcachers., It has con-

53
Gammsel, Lews of Texzs, VIII, 1481.

tinued to grow and orosper under this reorginiaation.

The Proirie View State ¥ormal a2nd Industrial College

was reocognized as 2 land grand college under the second

Horrill act of 1890, and it is now the largest land grant

college for negross in the world, Although its name was

*

chanzed, it is one of the best industrial echools forx
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Negross a2nywnser and educators from many sections of the
54
world visit and inspect the work beingz done there. It
54

sneipal Dznke of the College says that there wer
3 rom Africa doing work on the campus in 1935,

e the only state-supporied jnetitution for higher educa-
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ticn of negroee in Texz=s. The
thirtysfive thousand gra aduztes and ex-students vwho are
jeadurs in varlous occupztions and profegsions in their

coomiunities.

5, 7dmund Monitzomery and Tlisabet Hey

A paper oOn ﬁalier county could not do justice to that

ection without briefly sketching the lives of Dr. Tdmund
Yontgomery, the scientist and philosopher, 2nd his wife,
wligebest Hey, the fam:u Texzs sculptress. They purchased
the alrﬂaay f=mous Liendo,the formeruane of Colonel Lesnard
Taller Groce, Harch 4, 1873, the same year that Waller

gounty wee created. They were not natlves of Yaller county,or
of America for thst matter, but the resulte »f thelr work

272 known in many counw ries. _Perhape the people of %Haller
éouﬂty have never appreclsted and underssood these people

and their work as they should. Dr. Monigomery spent the
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