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PRAIRIE LEA, TEXAS

pOrsons were feported. The tow /h:ul seven busi-

nesses and agopulation of 350 i 1947.

Praicie 3LIN(Washington Colnty) was the site
of a rural scho and church iy 1936.

Prairie J.ea)\ Texas. Prhiric Lea, in south-
westerin Cildwel County year the San DMarcos
River, is a trading\genter fof a farming and stock
raising area.One of\the fi zt settlements in Cald-
well County, PrairicNLea/ was cstablished about
1848 and populated lahggly by slaveholding fam-
ilies. In 1833 2 local firm&old $7,000 worth of mer-

. chandise in one raonth. £ first school, established

In 1854, was the Masopic Nemale Institute, which

1n 1860 became the Frairic N.ea Female Institute

and between 1875 and/1885 wadpartially controlled
by the Grauge.’™ The carliest Xhurch, organized
about 1826, becamef known as Skiloh Church in

1860. The town wag the scene of cdpsiderable dis-

turbance during anfd after the Civil\War. In 1922

the development of the Old Luling OiNField added

to the resources off the community. Eighy stores and

a population of 775 were reported in 190,

J. Henry Martindele

Prairie Mdguntain. Praivie Mountay is in
southwestern ¥lano County west of the \village
of Oxford.

Prairie Ppint, Texas. Prairie Point, a \small
farming codimunity in southwestern oke
County, in 140 had one store and a population of
twenty-five fserved by mail.delivery from Iorest-
burg. : Cora Allen Staniforth

Prairic Siding, Texas. Prairie Siding, in cen-
tral Waller County, is a shipping point on the
Texas and New Orleans Railroad serving Prairie
View University.®”

Prairie View, Texas. Prairie View (DeWilt
County) is a school community ten miles from
Yoakum. The school, established in 1900, had an
enrollment of fifteen in 1948.

Prairie View (Waller County), five miles cast
of Hempstead on the Texas and New Orleans Rail-
road, takes its name from the original scttlement
of Alta Vista, plantation home of Colonel Jack
Kirby. After the death of Jared Ellison Kirby,
son of the original owner, his widow, Mrs. Helen
Marr Kirby,%* used the plantation for a gitls’
school. In 1876 she sold the property to the state
and the Fifteenth Legislature established a college
for colored youth on the site. In 1879 the college
was rcorganized as Prairic View Normal and In-
dustrial College (Jater Prairie View University °%).
The village had two businesses and a population
of two hundred in 1g40.

Prairie View University. Prairic View Uni-
versity is a necgro land grant college in central
Waller County on a I,434-acre campus one mile
north of Prairie View and five miles east of Flemp-
stead. An institution called Alta Vista Agricultural
College was planned under the provisions of the
establishment of the Agricultural and Mechanical
College of Texas,™ hut it failed for lack of students.
Governcer O. M. Roberts ®¥ proposed that the col-
lege be changed to a normal school for training

teachers for colored children, and in 1879 the
Fifteenth Legislature provided for thé es -
ment of Prairie view State Normal School, a co-

educational institution to train negro teachers to
instruct in trades and agricultural subjects. Under
supervision of the regents of A. & M. College and
with I. C. Anderson as principal, the first term

opened in the fall of 1883. Attendance was small for -

[ 405 1

PRATHER, WILLIAM LAMBDIN

the first decade, and in 1889 the legislature chaneed
the name of the collepe to Prairic View State Nor-
mal and Tndustrial College and provided for modi-
fication of the curriculum to include courses leading
to hich schiool diplomas, teachers certificates, trade

qualificalions, military science, and nu De-
srees came to be given in the usual academic fields,

and a graduate department was added. By 1931
the campus contained thirty-one main buildings
and fifty cottages. The school issued an annual
catalogue and various bulletins. Called Prairie
View University by 1947, the college was recog-
nized as a class A college by the state department
of education and by the Southern Associafion of
Colleges and Secondary Schools and was approvesl
by the American College of Surgeons. Enrollment
in 1947, exclusive of surnmer schiool, was 1,507.

BiaLioceavrny: Frederick Fhy, The Dewelopment of
Educaion in Teres (1925 Dudley G. Wooten, /!
Compreliensive History of Texas, JL (1928); Prairie
View State Normal and Industrial College, Aniual
Catalogte (1885-1947). ’

Prairieville, Texas. Prairl ‘(:i]k-, in south-
eastern Kaulman County, was gstablished about
. Three businesses, a gristmill, and a cotton gin

perating in 1880, when WW. A. Taylor had
the pot office in his gencral stgre. Population was
120 in 1§10 but declined to fifty by r9zo, the same
figure beigg reported in 1930 2fid 1940. An outdoor
amphithealer at Prairieville pvas the site of the
Pioncer Theéater of Texas pregentation of Centinela
in 1937 and &ran Quivira in 1938.

Prater, William. Willigm Prater (Prather)
came to Texas\in 1822, He vpted in the election of
April, 1824, which sent the Baron de Bastrop
as Texas depuly Yo the convintion of Coahuila and
Texas. On July Xg, 1824, Ifrater received title to
a leaguc and a laRor of land in present Brazoria
and Austin countids. In the fall of 1824 he was
living on the BrazoX Rivey necar the Moses Ship-
man " family. The cépsus pf 1826 classificd Prater
as a farmer and stock\raiger, aged over fifty. His
houschold included his Wwifg, Maria, three sons, and
a daughter.

BiuLiocrarny: E. C. Ba
T (1924); Lester G. Bugbee,
Quartcrly of the Tevas Stalp
(1897-1898); Daniel Shipmap, \Frontier Life (1879).

Prather, William Lgmbdin. William Lamb-
din Prather, son of George W. and Lucretia P.
(Lambdin) Prather, was ear Paris, Tennes-
sec, on May 1, 1848. In 1854 hi§ father moved to
Texas and acquired a layge planfation near Waco.
Despite his title of “Cglonel,” bk which he was
generally called, Prathgr was not\a Confederate
soldier for he was too yjoung for arigy service, but
his father, in 1867, sent him to study Ynder General
Robert E. Lee, at Washington Collegd, Lexington,
Kentucky, where Prathpr received the DL.B. degree
in 1871. His standing ¥ shown by his sklection as
one of the pallbearers gt Ice’s funeral in N§70.

Prather was admittefl to the bar in Wacq, Texas,
in 1871 and practiced fhere for twenty-cighy years.
From 1875 to 1878 he jvas Waco city attorney. For
three years he was a[master in chancery fox the
Houston and Texas C¢ntral Railroad. For the tyym
1895-1896 he was president of the state bar associa-~
tion. :

On February 3, 1875, he married Frances H:
Kirkpatrick; they bad five children,

Prather’s connectign with the University of
Texas ® began with his appointment as regent by
Governor L. S, Ross'® in 1887. In 1895 Prather

cer (ed.), Ausiin Papers,
he Old Three Hundred,”
listorical Association, I
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Prairie Point, Texas. Praivid Point, a small
farming mmunity in  southwistern Cooke
County, inf 1940 had one store and a opulation of
twenty-fiye served by mail.dchivery from Forest-
burg. Cora Allen Sianiforth

Prairie Siding, Texas. Prairie Siding, in cen-
tral Waller Counly, is a shipping point on the
Texas and New Orleans Railroad serving Prairie
View University.*

Prairie View, Texas:
County) is a school comu

ic View (DeWitt
ten miles from

enroliment of fifteen i

Prairie View {(Waller County), five miles cast
of Hempstead on the Texas and New Orleans Rail-
road, takes its name from the original scttlement
of Alta Vista, plantation home of Colonel Jack
Kirby. After the death of Jared Ellison Kirby,
son of the original owner, his widow, Mrs. Helen
Marr Kirby," used the plantation for a girls’
school. In 1856 she sold the property to the state
and the Fifteenth Legislature established a college
for colored youth on the site. In 1879 the college
was reorganized as Prairic View Normal and In-
dustrial College (later Prairie View University )
The village had two businesses and a population
of two hundred in 1940.

Prairie View University. Prairic View Uni-
versity is a negro land grant college in central
Waller County on a 1,434-acre campus one mile
north of Prairic View and five miles cast of Hemp-
steacl. An institution called Alta Vista Agricultural
College was planned under the provisions of the
establishment of the Agricultural and Mechanical
College of Texas,*"hut it failed for lack of students.
Governer 0. M. Roberts %' proposed that the col-
lege be changed to a normal school for training
teachers for colored children, and in 1879 the
Fifteenth Legislature provided for the establish-
ment of Prairie View State Normal School, a co-
educational institution to train negro teachers to
instruct in trades and agricultural subjects. Under
supervision of the regents of A. & M. College and
with I. C. Anderson as principal, the first term

opened in the fall of 1885. Attendance was small for -
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the first decade, and in 188g

the name of the college to Pra
mal and Industrial Colleze and
fication of the curriculuin to i
to hizh school diplomas, {ea
qualiitcations, military scier
srees came to be given in the usual cca
and o graduate department was adéd
the campus contained thirty-o
and Dity coliages. The school
catalozue and wvarious bulletins.
View Uuiversity by 1647, the colicge was recop-
mized as a class A colleze by the state dapartment
of education and by the Southemn £ f
Collezes and Secondary Schiools and wa
by the Americz of Surgcons. Enroliment
in 1947, exclusive of s wr school,

lifrriograrny: Fred gy e
o in Texas (1923):
sensive History of Texos, 11
tate Normal and Industrial Colles
talogue (1885-1047).

Prairieville, Texas. Priricville, in south-
eastern auiman County, was cstablisted about
18708 Three businesses, a griglmill, and a cotlon gin
were gperating in 1880, when W. A, Taylor had
the post office in his gencra] store. Population was
120 in 1§10 but declined toffifty by 1920, the same
figure beiypg reported in rgjo and 1940. An outdoor
amphithedter at Prairievifle was the site of the
Pioncer ThHeater of Texas prescntation of Centinele
in 1937 and\Gran Quivirafin 1938,

Prater, William. William Prater (Prather)
came to Texads in 1822. He voted in the election of
April, 1824, Which sentfthe Baron de Bastrop®”
as Texas deputy to the chnvention of Coalivila and
“Texas. On July\xg, 182}, Prater reccived title to
a league and a Jgbor of land in present Brazoria
and Austin counfyes. ]'rt the fall of 1824 he was
living on the BrazZos River near the Moses Ship-
man 9" family. The \tengus of 1826 classified Prater
as a farmer and stogk fraiser, aced over fiity. His
honsehald included hiy {vife, Maria, three sons, and
a daughter.

Bisriograruy: Ii. C.

Asaal

arker (ed.), Austin Papers,
I (1924); Lester G. Bugbgk, “The Old Thres Hundred,”
Quarterly of the Tcias te Historical Associatinn, 1
(1897-1808) 3 Danicl Shif{min, Fronticr Lifc (1870).
Prather, William bdin. William Lamb-
din Prather, son of Georxe W. and Lucretia P.
(Lambdin) Prather, wak botn near Paris, Tennes-
sec, on May 1, 1848. Inl 1853 his father moved to
Texas and acquired a layge plantation near Waco.
Despite his title of “Calonel,’\ by which he was
gencrally called, Prather was not a Confederate
soldier for he was too ydung for\army service, but
his father, in 1867, sent him to study under General
Robert E. Lee, at Washington College, Lexington,
Kentucky, where Pratherzreceivcd the LL.B. degree
in 1871. His standing is $hown by hys seclection as
one of the pallbearers at Lee's funeral\in 1870.
Prather was admitted tb the bar in Waco, Texas,
in 1871 and practiced there for twenty-tight years.
Trom 1875 to 1878 he wag Waco city attyrney. Ior
three years he was a magter in chancery for the
Houston and Texas Central Railroad. Yor hhe term
1895-1896 he was president of the state bar i
tion. ;
On February 3, 1873,
Kirkpatrick ; they had fivie children.
Prather’s connection with the Universitys of
Texas ¥ began with his appointment as regent by
Governor L. S. Ross %" in 1887. In 1895 Prather

he marricd Francgs H:




