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by
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In 1933, Prairie View was proudly being recegni;ed as Prairie
View Agricultural and Mechanical College , rather than “Institute.“

Many former Normal School gmaduates were returning, for Summer Schoel,

teo matriculate in a degree prograll,

The curriculum to be emphasized grew out of studies of the peried
of time, examinatien of the insyitution's objectives and purposes. Prin-
cipal Banks stressed: "Prairie View College must serve the State of Texas

at the peints of her greatést needs."

The time seemed ripe to stress the imprevement of Teacher ?raining
Programs for training better qualified teachers for rural,helementary:
and secondary schoels in urban ampeas as well, Principal Banks insisted
that every student graduating from‘Prairie View must have credit in

Student Teaching oo his transcript.

In these days the Department of Education offered twoe courses in
Rural Edgcation;(l)Methods of Rural School Teaching,and (2) Rural School
_Problems, Only one’course was labeled Blementary Edugatien, a general
course, Methods of Teaching in The Elementary school. The Schools ef
Arts and Sciences and Industrial ZAducation sent‘their majors to the
amall Campus Training School for student Teaching. It was felt that_
students were too limi%edand that they should be placed in situations
conducive for observations, participation, followed by student teaching
in A typical classroonm situations, under carefully selected super-

vising teachers.



Elementary fducation 2.

Two members of the Department of Bducation were trained special-.
ists in Elementary Education., They began concentrating on the needs of
students whe expressed interest in teaphing in.the elementary school,
These instructors were given the "go-sign" to study,_pbserve elementa;ypl
school performances in good school systems_both_in and outside of.Texgsé
They were appointed to develop a curriculum to meet the needs of students
being trained to teach in elementary schools,They finally presented a
curriculum that included: 6hrs., llementary School Art, 6 Hrs, Public
School Music, 3 Hrs, Teaching RReading in ElgmentaryVSchool, 3 Hrs, Teach-
ing Science in The Elementary School, 3 Hrs, Teaching Sccial Studies in-
The glementary School, 3 Hrs, Elementary School Arithmetic, 3 Hrs.Health

and Recreation,

In addition to major requirements, students were advised of . ..
the college's basic or foundation courses required for graduation from

the School of Arts and Scieces with a Bachelor's Degree in Educatien.

Student Teaching

Off-Campus Student Teaching became a reality during 1941, Students
were assigned to schools in Waller County for 8 Weeks peried, and re-
turn ed to the Compus Training School for another 8 Weeks period, Many
served on the campus first and then went into the county. They‘epded
with 16 Hrs, of Observation, Participation, and Student Teaching. However,
the enrollment grew larger each year, and gradually other cpunties qnd
cities participated‘in the program .The State began acceptiig S Hrs.,

of Student Teaching,
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The success of this new approach to Improvement in Teacher Edu-
catien attracted nationwide interest. Dr,Carl Bigelow, Representative,
American Council , Commission on Teacher Education? visited Prairie
View in 1939 to review the work that had been done, As a result of h%s
visit, Mr,W,R.Banksg, Principal of Prairie View A &'M College and Mrs,
Anne C.,Preston , Professor of HElementary Educatien, were. invitedras
Prairie View College's representatives, along with 34 other_col;eges
and school units, to Bennington Planning Conference, held in Benning-
ton, Vermont, August 1939, Tpis conference was financed by The Com-

mission en Teacher Iiducation,

The Bennington Workshop had the follewing objectives:
1, Clarification of major problems in Teacher Education .
2, Improvement of plans for utilization of resources of in-
dividual institutiomns in the attack upen the problems,
S. Agreement as to kinds of services the Commissien might’

desirably undertake to offer cooperative institutiens .,

4. Agreement upon ways of using the study té influence
Teacher iducation in General Achievement,

5. To betterunderstand our goals in Teacher Education,

Following the Bennington Planning Conference, the Commissien
frequently sent their representatives to Prairie View to aid the
college in planning and organizing,The Commision alse invited Prairie
View staffmembers to attend meetings with other cooperating institu-
tiens with mutual preblems,

All of this excellent aid added much to Prairie View's Teacher

Bducation Improvement, It alse gave o fine direction for our graduate
School Programs,



