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In 1933, Praoirie View was proudly being reocognized as Prairie
View Agricultural and Mechanicul College , rather than "Ingtitutoe,"

Many former Normal Bochool gradunten were returning, for Sunmox Sohdgl.

to matrioculate in a degruee progrom,

i

The curriculuin to be emphasized grew out of studies of the period
of time, examination of the inpyitution's objectives and purposes, Prin-

oipal Banks strosseds"Prairie View College must serve the 8tato of Texas

at the points of her greatast needs.™

The time seemed ripe to stress the improvement of Teacher Training
Programs for trdining better qunlified teachers for rural,_elemghtarysrﬂ
and secondary schools in urban &meas as well, Prinoipal Banks insisted

that every student graduating from Prairie View must have credit im

Student Teaching oo his transoript,

In these days the Department ef Education offered two courses in:
Rural Education; (1)Metheds of Rurol Sohool Teaching,and (2)_Rural_80hool
_ Problems, Only ona'oourae was lobeled Flementary Edugatiou, o general
course, Methods of Teaching in The Elementary Schoql.‘Thechhools of
" Arts and Soclences and Industrinl Education rsént'pheir majors to the
small Campus Training 3chool for Student Teaching. It:ynB felt that
ptudonts were too limitedand that they should be placed in aitﬁationq

conducive for observations, participation, followed by student teaching



Elementary lducation 2;

Twe members of the Department of Education were trained special-.

ieta in Elementary Educationa They bsgon concentraoting on the neada of‘ !
students who exprebsod intorest im teaching  in the elemontary nohool,
Theoe instructors woere given the "go-pign" to ntudy, obnervv elumontnry»
school performances in good achool ayatema both in nnd outeide of Texan,
They were appointed to develop a_curriculum ?0 meet thp needs of studentp
being treined to teach im elemgntury schools, They finallylp;eaented é
burrioulum that included: 6hrs, Llementary School Art,.6 Hrs, Public
School Musio, 3 Hrs, Teaching Reading in Elgmentary_schéol,’s Hre, Teachu(
ing Science im The Elamentary School, 3 Hrs, Tqaohing_sooiai stpd4ee_in;

The Elementary School, 3 Hrs, Ilementary School Arithmetio, 3 Hrs,Health

‘and Reoreatien,

In gddition to mojor requirements, students were advised of ..
tho college's basic or foundation courses required'fpr graduation from

the Sohool of Arts and Scieces with o Baochelor's Degree in Educatien,

Student Teaching ' !

.9
'Off-Oampue Student Teaching became a reality during'194l. Studentg:
viere assigned to schools in Waller County for 8 Weeks peried, and ro-

turn ed to the Compus Training GSchool for nnother 8 Weeks poriod, Many

ey

served on the campus first and then went into the oounyy.:Ihoy_epded %
with 16 Hrs., of Observation, Porticipation, and Student Teaching, However,
the enrollment grew lnrger each year, and groduclly pthgr'cpgntiea qnd
cities partidipated.in the program ,The Btate began hooeptkug 0 Hre;

of Student Teaching,



/

The success of this mew anppreach te Improvement in Teacher Edue

cation attradted nationwide interest, Dr.Carl Bigelow, Rapfeaentﬁtifd;fifif

American Council o QOmmiﬂsinn on Teacher Edugation? visited Prairié-'

View in 1939 to review the'work that had been done, A8 a rgsult‘efvh%a
vieit, Mr,W.R.Bﬁnks, Priﬁcipal of Proirie View A“&.M College ond Mrs,

Anne C,Preston , Professor of Elementary Education, wethi;nvitedlgp f-;f
prairie View College’s representotives, along with 34? other collegau’! ..
and scheol units, to Bennington Plunning Conference, held_in-Eonn;ng; ”
ton, Vermont, August 1939. This conference was financed by The Com-. - 3

migoion on Teacher Iliducation,

The Beunington Workshop had the following objectivess

1% Clafification of major problems in Teacher Educmtion .

2, Improvement of plans for utilizntion of resources of in-
dividunl institutions in the attock upon the problems,

3, Agreement as to kinds of services the Commission might’
' desirobly undertake to offer cooperative institutione .

4, Agreement upon ways of using the study té influence
Teacher iducation in General Achievement, - S

6, To betterunderstand our gonls in Teacher Educatioen,

Tollewing the Bennington Plunning COonferenocs, the Commicsien
frequently sent their representatives to Proirie View to aid tho _
college in planning and organizing, The Commision also invited Prairie
View staffmemberas to uﬁtend meetings with other ceoperating inotitu.
tions with mutunl problems, , ,

All of this exoellent aid added much te Prairie View's Teachor _

Education Improvument, It alee gave a fine direotion fer eur @raduate
Schoel Pregromu,



